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This is a thoroughly thought provoking book. Throughout history mankind has built, used, maybe

abused, and then abandoned. We see this in crumbling castles and forts all around the world. But

there are many, many more recent cases of abandonment that we have forgotten about in our rush

to the future, and it is these places that Kieron Connolly has chosen to concentrate on and illustrate

with superb photographs. There is, for instance, the now almost totally dried up Astral Sea, where

ships lie in a man-made desert, a victim of Soviet tinkering with nature.of the last century. And more

recently the empty playgrounds and streets of Fukushima, Japan, the result of the meltdown of the

nuclear power station there. Closer to home is Bodi, California, left behind by the world when the

last gold mine there was closed in 1942 leaving the little town to be recolonised by the wild, and the

still beautiful City Hall Station in New York City, though closed to passengers since 1945. If you care

about your world and recognise the line 'something lost and something' gained, or if you are simply

curious about the forgotten relics of recent history, give Abandoned Places a look - or maybe buy it

for a like-minded friend.
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